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A little bit about me. 
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Three Things While Hiking… 
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Big 
Sexy 
Data 
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http://map.ipviking.com/ 
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http://earth.nullschool.net/ 
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http://earth.nullschool.net/ 
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Target 
Map 
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Most Played Phish Songs Since 1983.  
 

You Enjoy Myself, 564 

Possum, 486 

Mike's Song, 463 

Golgi Apparatus, 445 

Bouncing Around the Room, 439 

Weekapaug Groove, 432 

Cavern, 423 

David Bowie, 423 

Chalk Dust Torture, 420 

Run Like an Antelope, 414 

Suzy Greenberg, 402 
Divided Sky, 394 Stash, 388 Runaway Jim, 365 

Reba, 359 

Foam, 340 

The Squirming Coil, 340 

Harry Hood, 335 

Tweezer, 329 

I Am Hydrogen, 325 

Sparkle, 307 

Hold Your Head, 304 

The Lizards, 302 

Split Open and Melt 
3% 

Llama, 298 

AC/DC Bag, 294 

Poor Heart, 285 
Maze, 284 Fee, 274 

Sample in a Jar, 265 

You Enjoy Myself 

Possum 

Mike's Song 

Golgi Apparatus 

Bouncing Around the 
Room 
Weekapaug Groove 

Cavern 

David Bowie 

Chalk Dust Torture 

Run Like an 
Antelope 
Suzy Greenberg 

Divided Sky 

Stash 

Runaway Jim 
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I’ve got some bad news... 
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SEO IS  
NOT SEXY. 
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SEO IS  
NOT SEXY. 
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BUT,  
WE HAVE  
BIG DATA. 
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Go_To_School 
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SEO Is Not A Project. 
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Validation. 
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Methodology. 

Timeline: January 1, 2013 – July 1, 2014 
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Methodology. 
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DMG Analysis:  
Search Engine Market Share 

Google
86% 

Bing 6% 

Yahoo 4% 

1,387,198,786 
search referrals 

127 sites 
analyzed 
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Search, Social and Direct  
as % of Referrals 

Total 2014:   
4,483,186,547  
search referrals  

Search 
39% 

Social 
22% 

Direct 
39% 
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Organic 
Search Traffic:  

All Sites 
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DMG Analysis:  
Search v. Social 

Trend Chart 
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Panda Is  
Your Greatest Ally. 
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Panda Is Your Greatest Ally. 
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Trainings: More Wins + More Attention  
= Secures More Budget... 



DefineMG.com	  	  ·∙	  	  @mdsimmonds	  

Data 
Feedback 

Loop. 
PRO 

KHAAAAN!! 

HOW DO WE FEEL ABOUT SHATNER? 



DefineMG.com	  	  ·∙	  	  @mdsimmonds	  

Two Tools That Will  
Change Your Life. 

 Report Builder 
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Dashboards 
Are Cool! 
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Dashboards Are Cool! 
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Dashboards Are Cool! 
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This Dashboard Is Yours!  
DefineMG.com/dashboard  
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Google Image Search 2012. 
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Google Image Search 2013. 
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DefineMG.com/blog 

“That [phantom visits] was causing problems for some webmasters, and so we 
thought we can do away with that. That’s gone now. This, along with new options 
to reach publisher sites, is “a net win for webmasters.” 
 
Pierre Far, a webmaster trends analyst with Google. 
January 23, 2013 
http://searchengineland.com/google-launches-streamlined-image-search-146238 
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“a net win for webmasters” 
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•  125 Sites 
•  Over 19,320,000 Visits for 

“imgres” 

Hummingbird 

Launched 

Testing 

Panda 4.0 
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Pixabay. 

http://pixabay.com/en/blog/  
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Source: Pixabay Blog 

Pixabay. 
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Watermark removed 
Watermark added 

Pixabay. 

Source: Pixabay Blog 
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WordPress Plugin: WP-PICShield 
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Slideshows. 
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Slideshows. 
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Slideshows:  
Rel=prev/next vs Canonical 

Ecomm is different so go read  
Audette's blog: http://bit.ly/audette  
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Indexation. 
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Sitemap Health?  
Don’t Rely on GWT 
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The Most Powerful Query. 
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Rel=Canonical 
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System Checks… “one, two what is this?”   
 
•  Programmatically NoIndex content if under a certain word count 

•  Monthly process, X amount of traffic to stay indexed, removed 
35mm pages (90% drop in corpus) eliminated dead wood 
consistently and traffic went up by 40% 
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Google News. 
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Google News. 

Methodology: 
 
Sample of 11 sites that submit content to  
Google News 
 
Timeline: Jan. 1, 2013 - May 31, 2014 
 
Total visits from organic: 1,244,045,715  
 
Total referrals from news.google.com: 60,492,205  



DefineMG.com	  	  ·∙	  	  @mdsimmonds	  

•  Minimal traffic impact 

•  Easy to implement 

•  Supplement to good headline writing 

Google News: Keyword Tag 
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•  Minimal Traffic Increase 

•  Workflow issues 

•  Excellent for sister sites 

Google News: Standout Tag 
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•  No Traffic Impact 

•  Easy Implementation 

•  Maximize signal for 

5-10 stories 

Google News: Editor’s Picks 
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Mind the Bump! 

Ads can throw errors  
in Google News 
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http://www.newswhip.com/  
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Google Analytics Vs Omniture. 
•  Google Over-reports 
•  Omniture Under-reports 
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SimilarWeb.com  
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Log File 
Analysis. 
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Daily Time Trend. 

Average daily spider visits: 
~1.3million 
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Splunk! 
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Search Pages 

Section Front 

City Page 

Home Page 

International Page 
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Want to Know How to Cascade PageRank? Section Fronts 

Business 

Sports 

Movies 

Style 
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The 

Most 

Crawled 

Pages 

On 

Your 

Site 
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Tools. 
ExactTrend.com  

WebLogExpert.com  

David Sottimano http://bit.ly/mozlogfiles  
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Roadmap. 

Training 
Create Dashboards 
using Supermetrics 

Data Grabber 

Watermark 
your Images 

Slideshows – 
play with rel=can 

vs Prev/Next, 
View All 

Don’t rely  
on GWT 
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Roadmap. 

Google News 
is great 

Always run GA 
under Omniture 

System Checks 
– less is more! 

Log File  
Analysis 
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